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Week of August 5, 1991 


BLACK WOMEN IN THE LABOR FORCE 


WASHINGTON--In 1980, there were 328,000 fewer black women in 
the labor force than black men, according to the U.S. Labor 
Department's Women's Bureau, By the end of 1987, black women 
surpassed black men in the labor force by a margin of 21,000. 
This trend should continue through the end of this century with 
black women being the largest minority group in the labor force. 


Median earnings for black women who worked 50 weeks or more 
in 1989 was $17,389, a 63 percent increase from the 1980 figure 
of $10,672. When adjusted for price changes, their earnings were 
somewhat ahead of the rise in prices. 


These facts and more are contained in a new publication from 
the Women's Bureau, "Facts on Working Women, Black Women in the 
Labor Force." The publication also shows: 


- =--The most lucrative occupations for women in 1990 were 
lawyers, physicians, engineers, computer systems analysts and 
scientists, college and university teachers, marketing, 
advertising and public relations managers, natural scientists and 


registered nurses. Median weekly earnings for women working full 
time in these jobs ranged from approximately $608 to $875 in 
1990. Only 2.5 percent of total persons (female and Male) 
employed in these occupations were black women and only 6.6 
percent of all women employed in these jobs were black women. 


--Increasing numbers of black women are entering the higher 
paying and career-oriented managerial and professional specialty 
occupations, as well as the more traditional jobs in the 
technical, sales and administrative support areas. These two 
major occupational groups have recorded the highest gains in 
black female employment in recent years and have accounted for 
four-fifths of the increase in black female employment from 1986 
through 1990. 


--Between 1980 and 1990, the number of black families 
increased from 6.4 million to 7.4 million. There was a 
substantial increase in the number of families maintained by 
black women (34.3 percent) and in those maintained by black men 
(36.8 percent). The largest group of black families -- married 
couples -- experienced only a 0.7 percent increase over that same 
period, from 3.5 million to 3.6 million. 


The publication is free upon request from the U.S. 
Department of Labor Women's Bureau, 200 Constitution Ave. N.W., 
Washington, D.C., 20010. The publication.is No. 90-4, June 1991, 
and is part of the "Facts on Working Women" series entitled 
"Black Women in the Labor Force." 
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Week of August 5, 1991 


USUAL WEEKLY EARNINGS OF WAGE AND SALARY WORKERS: SECOND QUARTER 
2991 


WASHINGTON--Median earnings for black men working at full- 
time jobs were $378 per week, 76 percent of the median for white 
men ($500) during the second quarter of 1991, according to the 
U.S. Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics. The median 
for black women was 87 percent of that for their white 
counterparts ($327 versus $374). 


Overall, median weekly earnings of the nation's 83.6 million 
full-time wage and salary workers were $424 in the second quarter 
of 1991, an increase of 2.7 percent from a year earlier. The 
ratio of women's-to-men's earnings was an unprecedented 75 
percent in the second quarter of 1991. 


Data on usual earnings are collected as part of the Current 
Population Survey, a nationwide sample survey of households ‘in 
which respondents are asked how much each wage and salary worker 
usually earns per week. (See explanatory note.) 


The highlights from the second-quarter data are: 


---Although median weekly earnings in the second 
quarter. of 1991 were 2.7 percent above those in the second * 
quarter of 1990, the rise failed to keep up with the increase in 
the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U), whitch 
rose 4.9 percent. 


---Women usually working full time had median earnings 
of $368 per week, 75.3 percent of the $489 median for men. Over 
the past year, women's median earnings rose 6.4 percent while 
those of men rose only 1.5 percent. The female-male earnings 
ratio has risen more than 10 percentage points since 1979, when 
the BLS began to collect these data on a regular basis. 


~--The highest median earnings for men ($598) were 
among those in the 45-to-54 year age group. Peak earnings for 
women were in the 35-to-44 age group ($413). (See table 2.) 


---Among the major occupational groups, persons in 
managerial and professional specialty jobs had the highest median 
weekly earnings ($741 for men and $519 for women), while men and 
women in service and farm jobs earned the least. (See table 3.) 


=iore= 
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Table 1. Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers by selected characteristics, quarterly 
averages, not seasonally adjusted 


31 (025 


Armed Forces, and persons in unrelated subfamilies. 
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Table 2. Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers by age, race, Hispanic origin, and sex, 


second quarter 1991 averages, not seasonally adjusted 
EN eer eee ee ————EESESOo—eE—EE—————_—_—_——_— 
Total | Women 
———————_——_+ rrr nT. kere _=_—_ 
Number 


Number | Number | | 
of ; Median of Median 


: : ] of | 
Ags; race, and Hispanic ongn | workers | workers | weekly | workers | weekly 
| (in earnings (in | earnings 


(in 
| thousands) thousands) thousands) 


16 years and over .... 
16 to 24 years ..... ; 
16 to 19 years .... 
20 to 24 years .... 
25 years and over . 
25 to 54 years 
25 to 34 years 
35 to 44 years 
45 to 54 years 
55 years and over . 
55 to 64 years 
65 years and over 





16 years and over 
16 to 24 years 
25 years and over .... 
25 to 54 years 
55 years and over 





16 years and over 
16 to 24 years 
25 years and over .... 
25 to 54 years 
55 years and over 





16 years and over 
16 to 24 years 
25 years and over 
25 to 54 years 
55 years and over 











not presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and 


NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will 
not sum to totals because data for the “other races” group are black population groups. 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 8/5/91 
WEEKLY EARNINGS P.4 


Table 3. Median usual weekly earnings of full-time wage and salary workers by occupation and sex, quarterly averages, not 
seasonally adjusted 


Number of workers 
(in thousands) 
Occupation and sex 


TOTAL 


Managerial and professional specialty 
Executive, administrative, and managerial .. 
Professional specialty 

Technical, sales, and administrative support .... 
Technicians and related support 
Sales occupations 
Administrative support, including clerical 


Private household ... 


Service, except private household and protective 
Precision production, craft, and repair ........... 
Mechanics and repairers 


Other precision production, craft, and repair .. 
Operators, fabricators, and laborers 

Machine operators, assembiers, and inspectors .... 

Transportation and material moving occupations 

Handiers, equipment cleaners, helpers, and laborers 
Farming, forestry, and fishing 


BSSER 
—_ 
oe 


Service, except private household and protective 
Precision production, craft, and repair 


741 
737 
744 
a98 
564 
ore 
1 
320 
() 
ae 
279 
ae 
472 


nen 
aa 


¥24558 


Other precision production, craft, and repair 
Operators, fabricators, and laborers 

Machine operators, assemblers, and inspectors 

Transportation and material moving occupations 

Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, and laborers 
Farming, forestry, and fishing 


* Data not shown where base is less than 100,000. 
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Table 4. Median usual weekly earnings of part-time wage and salary workers by selected characteristics, quarterly averages, 


not seasonally adjusted 


Characteristic 


SEX AND AGE 
Total, 16 years and over 


Men, 16 years and over 
16 to 24 years 
25 years and over 


Women, 16 years and over 
16 to 24 years 
25 years and over 


Husbands 

Wives 

Women who maintain families 
Men who maintain families 


Other persons in families: 


All other men’ 
All other women' 


" The majority of these persons are living alone or with nonrelatives. 
Also included are persons in families where the husband, wife, or other 
person maintaining the family is in the Armed Forces, and persons in 
unrelated subfamilies. 


Number of workers 


(in thousands) Median weekly eamings 


19,313 


6,007 
3,070 
2,937 


13,306 
3,612 
9,494 


> 


gi 


4 D (D 44 


’ 


bh 








NOTE: Detail for the above race and Hispanic-origin groups will not 
sum’ to totais because data for the “other races” group are not 
presented and Hispanics are included in both the white and black 
Population groups. 





Week of August 5, 1991 


REAL EARNINGS IN JUNE 1991 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings increased by 0.9 
percent between May and June after seasonal adjustment, according 
to preliminary data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of 
the U.S. Department of Labor. This gain stemmed from 0.6 percent 
increases in both average weekly hours and average hourly 
earnings. The increase was partially offset by a 0.2 percent 
rise in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the. 
payroll reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of 
both full-time and part-time workers holding production or 
nonsupervisory jobs are included. Real average weekly earnings 
are calculated by adjusting earnings in current dollars for 
changes in the CPI-wW. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 3.3 percent between 
June of 1990 and 1991 as a result of a 3.6 percent increase in 
average hourly earnings which was offset by a 0.3 percent 


decrease in average weekly hours. After adjustment for a 4.5 
percent increase in the CPI-W over the same period, real average 
weekly earnings decreased by 1.2 percent. Before adjustment for 
seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average weekly 
earnings were $358.45 in June 1991, compared with $346.96 a year 
earlier. 





Week of August 5, 1991 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. LABOR DEPARTMENT 


The first federal legislation to provide unemployment 
insurance and old-age benefits was the federal Social Security Act 
passed in 1935, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. 
Labor Department publication. 


_The first state to pass a disability insurance law was Rhode 
Island in 1942, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. 
Labor Department publication. 


# # # 
. The first supplementary unemployment benefits were gained in 
1955 by the United Auto Workers, according to "Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


# # # 





